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SUBJECT: Battle Test of the fal, .30, Carbine, Me2 (h)

0 : Tho Adjutant General, VWashington 25, D, C,
(Thrus Combat Analysis Section, Operations Division, VDGS =
To s The Commanding Genoral, Army Ground Forces)

1, FURPOSE: The informotion containod herein is presented os &
spoeiol report on the now M2 carbing which can be fired ns either a Semi-
automatio or 4 full-omtomatic weapor, Since tho smmple allotment of 125
cnrbines hns been in this Theater of War for o short time only, & conclu~-
give report ‘on the performance of this weapon under gustained combat 1s
not possiblo, It is felt, however, that the initial battlefleld impressions
of the performance of tha M~2 Carbine are of sufiicient interest to warrant
their immediate transmittal ponding tho compilation ‘of & cenclusive report
when sufficiont time for a therough lest has elapsed,

2. 'GENERAL:  The ovents related in this report were experienced by
T-5 Pawl (7 Wolon, Ordnance, USAFFE Board, who voluntarily entered 'the
battle of MANILA for the spocific purpose of testing the M2 Carbine, A1l
the fighting took place in downtown MANILA, thus affording on exesllent
opportunity for testing the full automotic quatitics of the weapon, Targets
which normally would be ongaged with sumi-outomntic fire Wers neither sought
aftsr nor avoided, WNo targets ot ranges groator than 150 yards were engaged,
Improvised magnzines of thirty rounds cnpacity, made from two strndard fifs
teen round mognzines, wore usod in tho tests, The weather was dry and clear,
eliminating the nccessity of operating in mud or docp sand, Dust, however, -
coused by crumbling buildings and heavy explosive blests prevailed, In
gonoral tho N=2 Carbino gave on exemplary performance in its initial Tattle
tost, arousing onthusinstic mnd faver "lic commonts from all observers,

3« EXAMFPLES:

o, On the evening of 3 Fobruary 1945 eloments of the lst Cavalry
Division pushed through to the SANTO 'TOMAS POW camp in MANTLA but were not
ablo to Seoure their route of advance. On the morning of February Lth
volunteors woro eallod for to deliver medioal suppliss to all persommel
temporarily trapped in the camp, Corporal Nolaxn, armed with the Cal, .30
Corbine, Me (Tly) oo omong those who yvolunteered, The party was advencing
north on RIZAL STREET when on cnemy fwo=door, righte~hend drive, Ford Sedan.
wes seen opprosching frem tho sowth,  Corporal Nelan ond group took up a
position on the left sido of tho strect, thus sdeuring son advantageous positic
from which fire could be delivered on fb‘;h'." drivey, The other soldiers agreed
to give Corporal ¥elan firat priorify on the targot so thot he might test
his carbing, Commencing st o range of 65 = 770 yards, 30 rounds, in bursts
of 3 = 5 rounds, werc firod into the vehicle, Inibinlly tho fire wes
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' diroctod wt the right fromt deor of tho oor in ordemebeXTTTCRE driver,

" tho poof of a threc story building, Fr. the top floor

ol e

‘roserving the ‘lattor part of the fire for ° genoral spraying of the othor
two passengors, & The weohicle swerved to tho left ‘and ceame to o rolling stop.

- Txemination .aVqucq that all occupants were dead, Upon opening the right
Prews Ugor of thi eor, 1t wngs seen that in addition te having received

wounds in the stemach and cheat, the driverls right le ‘almost s
Midags s S _. 3 x it leg wos almost seversd
from the bedy where the thigh joins the hin, ' Presumably, the bullets .

mushrommod s1ightly while prssimg through the ‘body of the vehicle, pro-

ducing .o shottoring offect on the driver's leg, The cther occupant of

the front seat had beon hit approximately five times in tho chest and stomach
while tho back seat passongor had recoived an oqual number of hits in tho
face ond chost. A fellow soldier, operator of a Thompson gub-machine. gun,
was so impressed by the carbine he offered all his ready cash for immediate
purchnse of the wenpon, throwing in his sub-mochine gun to boot, 0thors in
the party expressed a dosire to bo armed with o similar corbine, = DR

b, Tt bocame nocessary to cluan out two Jap snipors locatod on
Corporel Nolan wes
boosted so that his hend and shouldors _rtruded through o four-foot squar
skylight snd saw, nbout 20 yerds to his diroect tront, & Jep sniping over the
side of the buil&ang._ Resting his olbows on the roof, Corporal HNolad brought
his carbine to his shoulder and fired zbuat four bursts at the sniper. The
other Jap had to bo flushod from his hiding place behind 2 brick chimney and
subsequently was killed with another wonporl, Examination of the first sniper
~evenlod thot he had been hit fiftcen times, In the words of the soldier,
"His (the Jopts) flag (Joptnese flaog worn around the waist) wes ruined and

was not worth sclvaging,”

o, On anothor occasion it was necesscry td contain a smmll group
of the enemy until reinforcements could be brought up, Ninety rounds were
fired from the carbino in three %o five minubes, ho werpon become Very
hot and began to smoke bul st¢ill functic - d parfectly.

L, MALFUNGTIONING: Tharo wore no failures which con be attributod
to the weopon, Onh ono occasion the 1ip of the mapgazine wos bent down while

: hastily being inserted into ‘the weapon, As n consequence when the bolt went

forward the carkridge cockod up mt an angle, striking the tep of the barrel and
receiver and refusing to feed into the chember, o e

5. NISCELLANEQUS OBSE2VATIONS ¢

a. ' On ono occasion tho magnzine catch instond of (the safety lock
was pressod, causing tho hoavy Z0-round magazine to drop out instantly.
The now rotation type safety lock doubtless will preclude the possibility
of sinilar mishaps in the futurc, : : =

" b, Bocsuse of the light weight of the wedpon and cmmunition, a
hundred rounds of extra ommunition can bo carried without undue hardship,

6. Because of its sound while on full nubometic, the carbine
may be confused with the Japanese light sachino gun, The differonce in rate
of fire, howevor, Will as5ist 4 distinguishing botween tho two, 7 :
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