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PART I. THE GUN WITH ITS AMMUNITION AND
ACCOMPANYING PARTS,

DESCRIPTION OF THE VICKERS MACHINE GUN, MODEL OF 1815

GENERAL NESCRDFTTION.
[Flates I o W]

The Vickers machine gun, model of 1915, bolongs to that class of
atitomatic guns in which the foree of recoil is ntilized to operate it.
After the first shot the gun is self-operative, until the ammunition
in the cartridge belt is exhansted or until the trigger is released, The
foroe of recoll opens the breech, extracts the empty caso. and inser{s
nnd fires the next cartridge,

The ballistics of this machine gun are similar to those of the service
rifle and the data given in the handbook of the servies nffe, No, 1823,
is equally applicable,

In firing, the action of the mechanism 15 as follows:

The barrel and lock move to the rear o short distance, AL the end
of the recoil the lock is drawn back from the chamber, thus opeming
the bresch and at the same time deawing a loaded cartridge from the
belt and extracting.the empty case from the chamber. Dhuring the
last part of the motion of the lock the empty case and the loaded
eartridge are lowered until the latter 15 in line with the chamber and
the former drops to the groumd. Under the influence of a spring,
which the movement of recoil has extended, the lock is then pressed
forward, the fresh cartridge is pushed into the chamber, the belt is
fed forward one round, and the earrier and barrel inally returned to
the firing position. During the recoil the fiving pin is cocked, and
unlesa the trigger hos been released the sear is struck at the conclusion
of the movement described above, and the gun is again fired. Con-
tinuous fire is obtained, therefore, simply by keeping the trigger
pressed after firing the first ronnd.
~ To securs eficient mechanical operation of machine guns, the
s and noncommissioned officers assigned to supervise their
anipulation must themselves be thorooghly  familiar with  all
of the construction, operation. and troubles of the gun, and
ns of keeping it continually in action, and be able to nssemble
i disassemble the gun rendily und personally correet all jams and
dfunctions,
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